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Press release 09.03.2006

Alpine Enterprise network to promote sustainability-oriented
enterprises

Ten partners from all the alpine countries have set themselves the aim of
establishing an alpine-wide network of small and medium-sized businesses as
part of the NENA Project and promote sustainability-oriented enterprises. The
NENA project stands for Network Enterprise Alps — Enhancing sustainable
development, competitiveness and innovation through SME and cluster co-
operation; it was approved at the end of February with a budget of €2.38 million
from the EU Interreg I11B Programme, and is to run until February 2008. The
idea of an alpine-wide network of enterprises came about as part of the
International Commission for the Protection of the Alps CIPRA’s Future in the
Alps project.

NENA focuses on the two areas of renewable resources with emphasis on the
timber value-added chain, energy from renewable resources and energy savings
in passive buildings, as well as innovation and technology with emphasis on
innovation management, further training, process optimisation and certification,
and interface management. The NENA network is to facilitate the exchange of
know-how for the enterprises involved, encourage the creation of cooperation
ventures, develop further training programmes and contribute towards a better
image. Synergetic effects are to be tapped both within the individual branches of
industry and between the branches themselves. NENA promotes sustainable
development in the Alpine region by taking account of social, ecological and
economic issues. By involving businesses from urban and rural regions NENA is
helping to bridge the gap between large agglomerations and disadvantaged
regions.

The lead partner is Entwicklungsverein Natur- und Kulturerbe Vorarlberg/A.
Other project partners include umbrella organisations, research institutes and
government and non-government organisations from various specialist fields
from all the alpine countries.

Project partners:

Autonome Provinz Bozen - Innovation, Forschung und Entwicklung (ltalien)
WWW. provinz.bz.it/innovation

Energieagentur Obersteiermark (Osterreich) http://energieagentur.ainet.at

Entwicklungsverein Natur- und Kulturerbe Vorarlberg (Osterreich)
http://www.leader-vibg.at

Fachhochschule Rosenheim (Deutschland) www.fh-rosenheim.de

Contact: Project manager Franz Ruf, Entwicklungsverein Natur- und Kulturerbe
Vorarlberg, franz.ruef@telesis.at, +43 5579 717146
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International Commission for the Protection of the Alps CIPRA (Liechtenstein)
WwWWw.cipra.org
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ITZ Innovations Transfer Zentralschweiz (Schweiz) www.itz.ch

Lyon (CCI Lyon) Chambre de Commerce et d'Industrie Lyon (Frankreich)
www.lyon.cci.fr

Pososki razvojni center (Slowenien) www.pososkKi-rc.si

Regione Piemonte - Direzione Pianificazione e Gestione Urbanistica (Italien)
www.regione.piemonte.it

Tiroler Zukunftsstiftung (Osterreich) www.zukunftsstiftung.at

Contact: Project manager Franz Ruf, Entwicklungsverein Natur- und Kulturerbe
Vorarlberg, franz.ruef@telesis.at, +43 5579 717146
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